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were promptly commenced. The move was a haz- CHAP, xiv
ardous one to make: the Chickahominy Biver, with
its marshy and heavily timbered approaches, had to
be crossed; all the bridges over it east of Lee were
destroyed; the enemy had a shorter line and better
roads to travel on to confront me in crossing; more
than fifty miles intervened between me and Butler,
by the roads I should have to travel, with both the
James and the Chickahominy unbridged to cross;
and last, the Army of the Potomac had to be got
out of a position but a few hundred yards from the
enemy at the widest place. Lee, if he did not choose
to follow me, might, with his shorter distance to
travel and his bridges over the Chickahominy and
the James, move rapidly on Butler and crush him
before the army with me could come to his relief.
Then, too, he might spare troops enough to send

I have therefore resolved upon       Once on the south side of the
the following plan:                      James Eiver, I can cut off all
I will continue to hold substan-   sources of supply to the enemy
tially the ground now occupied "by   except what is furnished "by the
the Army of the Potomac, taking   canal. If Hunter succeeds in
advantage of any favorable cir-   reaching Lynchburg, that will be
cumstanee that may present it-   lost to him also. Should Hunter
self, until the cavalry can be   not succeed, I will still make the
sent west to destroy the Vir-   effort to destroy the canal by
ginia Central railroad from about   sending cavalry up the south side
Beaver Dam for some twenty-five   of the river with a pontoon-train
or thirty miles west. When this   to cross wherever they can.
is effected I will move the army      The feeling of the two armies
to the south side of the James   now seems to be that the rebels
River, either by crossing the   can protect themselves only by
Chickahominy and marching near   strong intrenchments, whilst our
to City Point, or by going to the   army is not only confident of pro-
mouth of the Chiekahominy on   teeting itself without intrench-
north side and crossing there,    ments, but that it can beat and
To provide for this last and   drive the enemy wherever and
most possible contingency, sev-   whenever he can be found with-
eral ferry-boats of the largest   out this protection,
class ought to be immediately                         U. S. G-BANT,
provided. '                                         Lieutenant-General. of the river
